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Anti-Semitism

Anti-Semitism is prejudice
against or hostility to-
wards Jews, often rooted
in hatred of their ethnic
background, culture, or
religion. While the term's
etymology might suggest
that antiSemitism is di-
rected against all Semitic
peoples, since the term
was invented it has been
used to refer exclusively to
hostility toward Jews. In
its extreme form, it
"attributes to the Jews an
exceptional position
among all other civiliza-
tions, defames them as an
inferior group and denies
their being part of the na-
tion[s]" in which they re-
side.

The term antiSemitism
was coined by Wilhelm

Marr in 1879. While
both Arabs and Jews
are Semites, the term
anti-Semitism is spe-
cific to Jews- meaning
Jewhatred. Marr used
the term to make Jew
hatred seem rational

and scientificallybased.

Anti-Semitism may be
manifested in many

ways, ranging from

individual expressions
of hatred and discrimi-
nation against individ-
ual Jews to organized

violent attacks by mobs §

or even state police or
military attacks on en-
tire Jewish communi-

ties. Extreme instances

of persecution include
the First Crusade of
1096, the expulsion

from England in 1290,
the Spanish Inquisi-
tion, the expulsion
from Spain in 1492,
the expulsion from
Portugal in 1497, vari-
ous pogroms, the
Dreyfuss Affair, and
perhaps the most infa-
mous, the Holocaust
under Adolf Hitler's
Nazi Germany.
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Upcoming Holidays

September 940: Rosh Hashanah

September 12: Tzom Gedaliah

September 18: Yom Kippur

September 229: Sukkot

September 29: Hoshanah Rabbah

September 30: Shemini Atzeret

October 1: Simchat Torah
December 2: Chanukah

December 17: Asarah B'Tevet
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Torah Readings:

I September 11: Haazino
(Deuteronomy 32:52)

1 September 18Yom Kip-
pur (Leviticus 16:134)

I September 25: Sukkot
(Exodus 33:1234:26)

f October 2: Bereishit
(Genesis 1:568)
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Biblical Archaeology News

2,000YearOld Gold Coin a Testament to Galilee Ancient History

Dead Sea Scrolls Made Locally, Tests Show

Cleaning Up Intersection of Ancient and Modern

Dead Sea Scrolls Mystery Solved?

Tablet Discovered by Hebrew U Matches Code of Hammurabi

Shil oh, |l srael 6s Capital for 400

Wagf Bulldozers on Temple Mount May Be Destroying Jewish History

Temple Found in Philistine Home of Goliath

Revelations of an Evethanging Past

Year s,

Bei ng

Uncovered

Place of the Tanach

Fd

campment of Joshua before crossing the Jordan Fg
where he sent two spies into Canaan (Numbers 3§ _ ‘

Joshua 2:1)

woo’ssaidpiomsunjual|ja.is)

Person of the Tanach

Daniel (Daniyyel) (aka Belteshazzar)
Teacher; Jewish leader, Thrown in the fire by
Nebuchadnezzar
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http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/138649
http://news.discovery.com/archaeology/dead-sea-scrolls-protons.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/21/arts/design/21museum.html?_r=3&src=mv
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/07/100727-who-wrote-dead-sea-scrolls-bible-science-tv/
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/news.aspx/138788
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/138836
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/138823
http://www.jpost.com/Features/InThespotlight/Article.aspx?id=182962
http://www.haaretz.com/magazine/week-s-end/revelations-of-an-ever-changing-past-1.304993
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Book of the Month

Staying Jewish and Surviving College, Survival Guide for the Jewish Student at College

AStaying Jewish and Surviving College was written teni-hel p
ronment. The book is short, to the point, and humorous. 0

Website of the Month

The High Holidays

I nformation and activities for the ADay of Awe: Rosh Hasha

Pirkei Avot Study (1:19)

1. Moses received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua; Joshua to the elders; the elders to the proghetyplzetd th
handed it down to the men of the Great Assemiblyey said three things: Be deliberate in judgment, raise up many disciples, an
make a fence around the Torah.

2. Shimon the Righteous was one of the last survivors of the Great Assdtigblysed to say: On three things the world is $susth
on the Torah, on the (Temple) service, and on deeds of loving kindness.

3. Antigonus of Socho received the Torah from Shimon the Righteous. He used to say: Be not like servants who minister unto th
master for the sake of receiving a reward, but be like servants who serve their master not upon the condition of reeixiing a
and let the fear of Heaven be upon you.

4. Yosi ben Yoezer of Tzeredah and Yosi ben Yochanan of Jerusalem received the Torah from them. Yosi ben Yoezer of Tzereda
said: Let your house be a meetinghouse for the sages and sit amid the dust of their feet and drink in their words with thirst

5. Yosi ben Yochanan of Jerusalem said: Let your house be wide open and let the poor be members of thy householdtadind do not
much with women. This was said about one's own wife; how much more so about the wife of one's neighbor. Therefore the sages
have said: He who talks too much with women brings evil upon himself and neglects the study of the Torah and will in-the end
herit Gehenna.

6. Joshua ben Perachyah and Nittai the Arbelite received the Torah from them. Joshua ben Perachyah said: Providedor yourself
teacher and get yourself a friend; and judge every man towards merit.

7. Nittai the Arbelite said: Keep far from an evil neighbor and do not associate with the wicked; and do not abandometrétief i
tion.

8. Judah ben Tabbai and Shimon ben Shetach received the Torah from them. Judah ben Tabbai said: Do not make youseself like tf
that present before judges. When parties to a Torah suit are standing before you they should be in your eyes as wigketenen, b
they have departed from they should be in your eyes as innocent, if they have accepted the verdict.

9. Shimon ben Shetach said: Examine the witnesses diligently and be cautious in your words lest through them thelgisarn to fa


http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0967300703/qid=1143914154/sr=1-4/ref=sr_1_4/002-6684304-6989625?v=glance&s=books
http://www.chabad.org/holidays/jewishnewyear/default_cdo/jewish/High-Holidays.htm

SITE INFORMATION

This site offers information about Conversion to Judaism, the Basics of
Judaism, Jewish Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life, Jewish
History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and References (including Recom-
mended Readings and Additional Links). My goal is to make available a
wide variety of plain, basic information about Judaism, written from a tra-
ditional perspective.

BECOMINGJEWISH.ORG The information in this site is written predominantly from a traditional

Jewish Information and Educatioperspective. Be aware however, that many Jews do not follow all of these
traditions, or precisely how they are-sleribed here. On some pages, |

S have identified variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox and non
www.becomingjewish.org Orthodox movements.

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION DATES

Cheshvan, 5771 (Octob&lovember, 2010) Available October 3, 2010
Kislev, 5771 (Novembebecember, 2010)Available November 7, 2010
Tevet, 5771 (December 20I@nuary 2011) Available December 5, 2010
Shevat, 5771 (JanuaRebruary 2011) Available January 2, 2011

Adar |, 5771 (Februararch 2011) Available January 30, 2011

Adar II, 5771 (MarchApril 2011)- Available March 6, 2011

Nisan, 5771 (ApriMay 2011)- Available April 3, 2011

lyar, 5771 (MayJune 2011) Available May 1, 2011

Sivan, 5771 (Junduly 2011) Available May 29, 2011

Tammuz, 5771 (JubAugust 2011} Available July 3, 2011

Av, 5771 (August 2011) Available July 31, 2011

Elul, 5771 (AugustSeptember 2011)Available August 28, 2011



