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Original Sin
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for "image" in Bereishit
(Genesis 1:27) is "tzelem (
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thing, as in Tehillim
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The term

The yetzer hara is more
difficult to define, be-
cause there are many
different ideas about it.
It is not a desire to do
evil in the way we nor-
mally think of it in
Western society: a de-
sire to cause senseless
harm. Rather, it is usu-
ally conceived as the
selfish nature, the desire

Humanity was formed
with two impulses: yetzer
tov and yetzer hara. The
yetzer tov is the moral

tp satisfy personal
needs (food, shelter,
etic. pwithowt regard
for the moral conse-
guences of fulfilling
those desires. The
yetzer hara is not a
bad thing. It was cre-
ated by Hashem, and
all things created by
Hashem are good.
The yetzer hara is
generally seen as
something internal to
a person, not as an
external force acting
on a person.

People have the abil-
ity to choose which
impulse to follow.
That is the heart of
the Jewish under-
standing of free will.
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Torah Readings:

1 December 11: Vayi-
gash (Genesis 44:3487:27)

1 December 18: Vayechi
(Genesis 47:280:26)

9 December 25: Shemo
(Exodus 1:16:1)

1 January 1: Vayera
(Exodus 6:29:35)

Upcoming Holidays

December 2: Chanukah
December 17: Asarah B'Tevet
January 20: Tu Bo6Shevat
March 17: Taanit Esther

March 20: Purim

April 19-26, 2011: Pesach

May 2, 2011: Yom HaShoah

May 9, 2011: Yom HaZikaron

May 10, 2011: Yom HaAtzmaut
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Biblical Archaeology News

Archaeological Digs in North Unearth Rare Signet Ring

Mosesd Red Sea Parting Explained by Computer Model

1,800 Year Old Pool An Important Historical Find

Digging Together

Science Devises New Method to Sort Dead Sea Scrolls

UCSD Professor Reveals Evidence About King Solomonods

Place of the Tanach
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the descendants of Esau (Edomites) (Genesis 14:6)
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Person of the Tanach
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http://www.jpost.com/ArtsAndCulture/Entertainment/Article.aspx?id=188626
http://news.discovery.com/history/moses-red-sea-parting.html#mkcpgn=rssnws1
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/140776
http://newmedia-eng.haifa.ac.il/?p=3795
http://www.monstersandcritics.com/news/middleeast/features/article_1598963.php
http://sandiegonewsroom.com/news/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=42912:claire-harlin-writing-for-sdnewscom&catid=87:regional-news&Itemid=89
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Book of the Month

Choosing Judaism

AKukoff gives the reader a fresh perspect i ve-Jewishahdh e
Jewish family, creating your own Jewish community, and looking toward the future in your new Jewigh faith.

Website of the Month

Campus Watch

AnCAMPUS WATCH, a project of the Middle East For um, r
with an aim to improving them. oo

Pirkei Avot Study (2:17)

8. He used to say: The more flesh the more worms; the more possessions the more anxiety; the more women the mor
witchcraft; the more maidservants the more lewdness, the more manservants the more theft. But the more Torah the
more life, the more schooling the more wisdom; the more counsel the more understanding; the more righteousness tht
more peace. If a man has acquired a good name he has gained something which enriches himself; but if he has acqui
words of the Torah he has attained afterlife.

9. Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai received the Torah from Hillel and from Shammai. He used to say: If you have learnt
much Torah do not claim for yourself moral excellence, for to this end you were created.

10. Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai had five disciples and these
are they: Eliezer ben Hyrcanus, Joshua ben Chananiah, Yosi the Priest, Shimon ben Natanel, and Elazar ben Arach.

11. He used to say their praise: Eliezer ben Hyrcanus is a plastered cistern which does not lose a drop; Joshua ben
Chananiah- happy is she that gave birth to him; Yosi the Priest is a saintly man; Shimon ben Natanel is fearful of sin;
Elazar ben Arach is an eviowing spring.

12. He used to say: If all the sages of Israel were in one scale of the balance and Eliezer ben Hyrcanus in the other, h
would outweigh them all. Abba Shaul, however, said in his name: If all the sages of Israel, together with Eliezer ben
Hyrcanus were in one scale of the balance, Elazar ben Arach would outweigh them.

13. Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai said to them: Go and see which is the good a man shall cheRabbidsiezer

said, a good eyeRabbi Joshua said, a good companion. Rabbi Yosi said, a good neighbor. Rabbi Shimon said, fore-
sight. Rabbi Elazar said, a good heart. He said to them: | prefer the words of Elazar ben Arach to your words, for in his
words yours are included.

14. He said to them: Go and see which is the evil way which a man should avoid. Rabbi Eliezer said, an evil eye. Rabl
Joshua said, an evil companion. Rabbi Yosi said, an evil neighbor. Rabbi Shimon said, he that borrows and does not
pay. He that borrows from a man is as one that borrows from God, for it is written (Psalm 37:21) "The wicked borrow,
and do not pay back, but the righteous are generous and keep giving." Rabbi Elazar said, an evil heart. He said to thel
prefer the words of Elazar ben Arach to your words, for in his words your yours are included.


http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0807401501/qid=1035667426/sr=2-2/ref=sr_2_2/103-3637380-4932617
http://www.campus-watch.org/

