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First Temple

According to Il Samuel 7,
David desired to build a
Temple for Hashem but
was not permitted to do
so0. Later in the chapter,
Hashem declares that it
will be Solomon who will
build the Temple. In |
Chronicles 22, we see that
David had already had a
large supply of material
for a Temple that he gave
to Solomon and he pur-
chases a thrashing-floor
from Aravnah where the
Temple was to be built.

The Tanach tells us that
Solomon first turned to
Chiram, King of Tzor,
upon undertaking the task
of building the Temple.
Chiram was in possession
of rare forests, cedars of
Lebanon, and cypress trees

that had no match in the
world. Solomon be-
lieved that these trees
would be perfect con-
struction material for
the Temple.

The Temple was built
three stories high with a
series of chambers
around the structure of
various sizes due to the
different thickness of
the walls. The Temple
also had windows with
fixed latticework. At
the rear of the Temple
was the Holy of Holies
T forming a perfect
cube of 20 cubits T
which was lined with
cedar and overlaid with
pure gold. Within the
Holy of Holies stood
two Cheruvim made of

olive wood. Each
Cheruv had outspread
wings 10 cubits from
tip to tip. The Aron
HaChodesh (Ark of
the Covenant) was
placed inside the
Holy of Holies. The
veil that separated the
Holy of Holies from
the rest of the Temple
was made of blue,
purple, and crimson
yarn, and fine linen,
and with cheruvim
woven into it. The
doors of the Holy of
Holies were made of
olive wood into
which cheruvim,
palm trees, and flow-
ers were carved and
overlaid with gold.
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Torah Readings:

1 July 9: Balak
(Numbers 22:2-25:9)

9 July 16: Pinchas
(Numbers 25:10-30:1)

1 July 23: Mattot
(Numbers 30:2-32:42)

1 July 30: Masei
(Numbers 33:1-36:13)

Upcoming Holidays

July 19, 2011: Shiva Asar B'Tammuz

August 9, 2011: Tish B'Av
August 15, 2011: Tu B'Av

September 29-30, 2011: Rosh Hashanah

October 2, 2011: Tzom Gedaliah

October 10, 2011: Yom Kippur

October 13-19, 2011: Sukkot

October 19, 2011: Hoshanah Rabbah

October 20, 2011: Shemini Atzeret
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Biblical Archaeology News

The Story Behind the Worl ddéds Ol dest Museum
Wagf Dig Endangering Relics That May Have Been Part of Temple

Where Happy Explorers Go to Dig

Archaeol ogists Return to King Solomonés Mines of Bib
Second Jewish Temple Just Waiting to be Unearthed

The Nimrud Ivories

Beneath Jerusalem, A River Runs Deep

Antiquities Robbers Caught Red Handed

A Tale of Two Tombs

King Hezekiahdéds I nheritance

Birthplace of Abraham Gets a New Lease on Life

Archaeologists Unscramble Ancient Graffiti in Israel

Place of the Tanach

(Numbers 33:42)
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Person of the Tanach

Obadiah (‘Ovadya)
Prophet
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http://io9.com/5805358/the-story-behind-the-worlds-oldest-museum-built-by-a-babylonian-princess-2500-years-ago
http://archaeologyexcavations.blogspot.com/2011/05/archaeologists-waqf-dig-endangering.html
http://www.jpost.com/VideoArticles/Video/Article.aspx?id=222699
http://popular-archaeology.com/issue/april-2011/article/archaeologists-return-to-king-solomon-s-mines-of-biblical-edom
http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=307697
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2011/06/07/152288.html
http://www.jpost.com/Sci-Tech/Article.aspx?id=224852
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/144924
http://www.jpost.com/VideoArticles/Video/Article.aspx?id=224921
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/king-hezekiah-s-inheritance-a-cesspool-of-political-garbage-1.367950
http://popular-archaeology.com/issue/june-2011/article/birthplace-of-abraham-gets-a-new-lease-on-life
http://www.npr.org/2011/06/19/137257434/archaeologists-unscramble-ancient-graffiti-in-israel
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Book of the Month

Great Jewish Women

fiThe one hundred major biographies in this volume are the authors' considered choice of Jewish women who have had
the great impact on their respective fields.o

Website of the Month

The Real Truth About the Talmud

AiWhat we are attempting is to demonst r mtendonadllymislehding.a i |
We are trying to show to the world the real truth ab

Pirkei Avot Study (4:20-29)

20. Rabbi Matyah ben Cheresh used to say: Be first in greeting every man. Be a tail among lions rather than a head to foxes.

21. Rabbi Jacob used to say: This world is like a hallway to the future world. Prepare yourself in the hallway that you may enter into
the banquet hall.

22. He also would say: Better is one hour of penitence and good deeds in this world than all the life of the world to come. Better is
one hour of spiritual repose in the world to come than all the life of this world.

23. Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar used to say: Do not appease your fellow in the time of his anger, nor comfort him while his dead lies
before him. Do not question him in the time of his vow. Do not try to see him in the time of his disgrace.

24. Samuel the Younger used to say (Proverbs 24:17-18) "Do not rejoice when your enemies fall, and do not let your heart be glad
when they stumble, or else the Lord will see it and be displeased, and turn away his anger from them."

25. Elisha ben Avuyah used to say: He who learns as a child, what is he like? He is like ink written on new paper. He who learns as
an old man, what is he like? He is like ink written on blotting paper.

26. Rabbi Yosi bar Judah of Kefar ha-Bavli said: He who learns from the young, what is he like? He is like one who eats unripe
grapes and drinks wine fresh from his wine press. But he who learns from the aged, what is he like? He is like one who eats ripe
grapes and drinks old wine.

27. Rabbi Meir used to say: Do not look at the flask but at what is in it; there may be a new flask that is full of old wine and an old
flask that does not even have new wine in it.

28. Rabbi Eleazar ha-Kappar used to say: Jealousy, lust, and ambition remove man from the world.

29. He also used to say: They who have been born are destined to die. They that are dead are destined to be made alive. They who
live are destined to be judged, that men may know and make known and understand that He is G-d, He is the maker, He is the crea-
tor, He is the discerner, He is the judge, He is the witness, He is the complainant, and it is He who will in the future judge, blessed be
He, in whose presence is neither guile nor forgetfulness nor respect of persons nor taking of bribes; for all is His. And know that eve-
rything is according to the reckoning. And let not your evil nature assure you that the grave will be your refuge: for despite yourself
you were fashioned, and despite yourself you were born, and despite yourself you live, and despite yourself you die, and despite
yourself shall you are destined to give account and reckoning before the supreme King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He.


http://www.judaism.com/display.asp?type=quicksearch&etn=CJFBD
http://talmud.faithweb.com/
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History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and References (including Recom-
mended Readings and Additional Links). My goal is to make available a
wide variety of plain, basic information about Judaism, written from a tra-
ditional perspective.

BECOMINGJEWISH.ORG The information in this site is written predominantly from a traditional

Jewish Information and Education perspective. Be aware however, that many Jews do not follow all of these
traditions, or precisely how they are de-scribed here. On some pages, |

S have identified variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox and non-
www.becomingjewish.org Orthodox movements.
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