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Death in Judaism

It is the duty of the com-
munity to assist in prepar-
ing the body of the Jewish
deceased for burial. Famil-
ial mourners fall into
seven categories: mother,
father, spouse, sister,
brother, son, and daughter.
These mourners are called
onen between notification
of the family member's
death through the burial
and have specific restric-
tions regarding the per-
formance of certain mitz-
vot. After the funeral each
mourner is called an avel.
Upon hearing of the death
of a parent, a child rends
his/her garments on the
left side and all other
mourners rend their gar-
ments on the right side.

Throughout all the ritu-
als dealing with the
dead, the body of the
deceased must be
treated with honor and
reverence. An autopsy
is forbidden except un-
der unique circum-
stances. Embalming and
cremation are also for-
bidden. The Chevrah
Kadisha (Holy Society)
is responsible for carry-
ing out the rituals of
preparing the body for
burial as well as assist-
ing the family with fu-
neral preparations. The
body is washed,
cleansed, and dressed in
white burial shrouds
(tachrichin). It is tradi-
tional to place the body
directly into the ground
but where law states

that a coffin must be
used, it is permissible
to use a simple, un-
adorned wooden box.
From the time of
death until the prepa-
ration of the body
and from the prepara-
tion until the funeral
a shomer stays with
the deceased reciting
Tehillim (Psalms) as
a sign of respect.

The Jewish funeral
service should take
place as soon as pos-
sible after the individ-
ual's death. Tradition
does not allow for
mourners or those in
attendance to wear
black nor is there a
viewing of the
deceased.

Upcoming Holidays

April 19-26, 2011: Pesach

May 2, 2011: Yom HaShoah

May 9, 2011: Yom HaZikaron

May 10, 2011: Yom HaAtzmaut

May 22, 2011: Lag B'Omer

June 1, 2011: Yom Yerushalayim

June 89, 2011: Shavuot

July 19, 2011: Shiva Asar B'Tammuz

August 9, 2011: Tish B'Av
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Torah Readings:

1 April 9: Metzora
(Leviticus 14:315:33)

1 April 16: Achrey Mot
(Leviticus 16:118:30)

1 April 23: Pesach
(Exodus 33:184:26)

1 April 30: Kedoshim
(Leviticus 19:120:27)
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Biblical Archaeology News

Experts Say Zechariahoés Tomb Was Found I n A New Exca

Detailed Blueprints for the Holy Temple

AbrahamEra Water Tunnel is Target of Dig

Save Those Stones Course for Worl dobés Jews

Israeli Scientists Get Heads Up On Underground Archaeological Digs

Salvage Excavations Uncover Pagan Tombs in Jaffa

Place of the Tanach

{4

Rimmon- City of the Tribe of Simeon (Joshua 19:7)
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Person of the Tanach

Leah (Le'a)

Prophet, Matriarch, Daughter of Laban, Wife of Jacob,
Mother of Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulf
Dinah
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http://www.jpost.com/VideoArticles/Video/Article.aspx?id=206452
http://www.templeinstitute.org/blueprints-for-the-holy-temple.htm
http://www.sbcbaptistpress.org/BPnews.asp?ID=34716
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/142658
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/israeli-scientists-get-heads-up-on-underground-archaeological-digs-1.349009
http://www.jpost.com/Headlines/Article.aspx?id=214011
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Book of the Month

Pesach Its Observance, Laws and Significance

fiThe Meaning and purpose of Pesach; a fascinating collection of ideas and anecdotes on the Festival of Odr Freedom

Website of the Month

OneShul
AOneShul 6s mission is to create a community of engag
being Jews in the 21st century. oo

Pirkei Avot Study (3:2623)

20. Rabbi Akiva used to say: All is given against a pledge, and the net is cast over all living; the shop stands
open and the shopkeeper gives credit and the account book lies open and the hand writes. Every one that
wishes to borrow let him come and borrow; but the collectors go their daily rounds and exact payment from
man with or without his consent; for the collectors have that on which they can rely; and the judgement is a
judgement of truth; and all is made ready for a feast.

21. Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah used to say: Where there is no Torah there is no culture; and where there is n
culture there is no Torah. Where there is no wisdom there is no fead,cdu@d where there is no fear ofdG

there is no wisdom. Where there is no knowledge there is no discernment; and where there is no discernmel
there is no knowledge. Where there is no food there is no Torah; and where there is no Torah there is no foc

22. He used to say: He whose wisdom is more abundant than his works, to what is he like? To a tree whose
branches are abundant but whose roots are few; and the wind comes and uproots it and overturns it, as it is
written (Jeremiah 17:6) "They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They
shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land." But he whose works are more
abundant than his wisdom, to what is he like? To a tree whose branches are few but whose roots are many;
that even if all the winds in the world come and blow against it, it cannot be stirred from its place, as it is writ-
ten (Jeremiah 17:8) "They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall n
fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does no
cease to bear fruit."

23. Rabbi Elazar Ben Chisma used to say: The rules about bird offerings and the rules about ritual impority ¢
women are essentials of the Torah; but astronomy and linguistic numerics are incidentals to religious learnin


http://www.judaism.com/display.asp?type=quicksearch&etn=DDGBH
http://oneshul.org/

