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Bar/Bat Mitzvah

At the age of thirteen-
years and one-day a boy
becomes a bar mitzvah, a
son of the mitzvot. He
becomes entitled to all the
rights and privileges of
being a bar mitzvah. On
the day after his thirteenth
birthday (according to the
Jewish calendar) he at-
tends the Shacharit service
with his father and puts on
tefillin for the first time.
On the first Shabbat after
his thirteenth birthday he
is called to aliyah for the
first time. This aliyah is
usually of Maftir which
includes the reading of the
haftarah. After this aliyah,
the father is called to the
bimah where he confers
responsibility for his son's
observance from himself
to his son.

Depending upon the
synagogue's rituals and
the bar mitzvah's educa-
tion, the bar mitzvah
may also chant all or
parts of the Shabbat
service, read the Torah
portion, and offer a
d'var Torah. After the
service the parents host
Kiddush for the entire
congregation. Separate
celebrations may also
be hosted after Shabbat.

At the age of twelve-
years and one-day
(according to the Jewish
calendar) a girl be-
comes a bat mitzvah, a
daughter of the mitzvot.
On that day she takes
on all the rights, privi-
leges, and accountabil-
ity of being a bat

mitzvah. In traditional
(Orthodox) Judaism
there is no correspon-
dent synagogue cele-
bration for a bat mitz-
vah. (In Conservative
and Reform syna-
gogues bat mitzvahs
are celebrated in the
same way as bar mitz-
vahs) However, it is
appropriate to have a
celebration on this day
which may include a
d'var Torah presented
by the bat mitzvah.
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Torah Readings:

May 7: Emor
(Leviticus 21:1-24:23)

May
(Leviticus 25:1-26:2)

May
(Leviticus 26:3-27:34)

May 28: Bamidbar
(Numbers 1:1-4:20)
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Upcoming Holidays

May 2, 2011: Yom HaShoah

May 9, 2011: Yom HaZikaron

May 10, 2011: Yom HaAtzmaut

May 22, 2011: Lag B'Omer

June 1, 2011: Yom Yerushalayim

June 8-9, 2011: Shavuot

July 19, 2011: Shiva Asar B'Tammuz
August 9, 2011: Tish B'Av
August 15,2011: Tu B'Av
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Biblical Archaecology News

Excavations at Suba this Summer

Archaeologists Uncover Evidence of a Minoan Presence Among Ancient Canaanites

Early Christian Lead Codices Now Called Fakes

Place of the Tanach

{4

Riblah (Rivla) - Place where Pharaoh Neco im-
prisoned Jehoahaz; Headquarters of Nebuchad-
nezzar during his campaign against Jerusalem
where he had Zedekiah's sons slaughtered and
then blinded Zedekiah (II Kings 23:33; Jeremiah
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Person of the Tanach

Malachi (Mal'akhi)
Prophet
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http://jamestabor.com/2011/03/29/it-official-excavations-at-suba-this-summer/
http://popular-archaeology.com/issue/april-2011/article/archaeologists-uncover-evidence-of-a-minoan-presence-among-ancient-canaanites
http://www.livescience.com/13657-exclusive-early-christian-lead-codices-called-fakes.html
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Book of the Month

For Kids--Putting God on Your Guest List: How to Claim the Spiritual Meaning of Your Bar/Bat Mitzvah

A A] guide especially for kids, to help them spiritu
ues of Judaism to young people in a |l anguage they ca

Website of the Month

Foundation Stone

AFoundation Stone is working to make the Land of | sr
tity. o

Pirkei Avot Study (4:1-8)

1. Ben Zoma said: Who is wise? He who learns from all men, as it is written (Psalm 119:99) "I have gained understand-
ing from all my teachers." Who is mighty? He who subdues his passions, as it is written (Proverbs 16:32) "One who is
slow to anger is better than the mighty, and one whose temper is controlled than one who captures a city." Who is rich?
He who rejoices in his portion, as it is written (Psalm 128:2) "You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands; you shall
be happy, and it shall go well with you." "You shall be" refers to this world; and "it shall be well with you" refers to the
world to come. Who is honored? He that honors his fellow men as it is written (I Samuel 2:30) "For those who honor me
I will honor, and those who despise me shall be treated with contempt."

2. Ben Azzai said: Be eager to fulfill the smallest duty and flee from transgression; for one duty induces another and one
transgression induces another transgression. The reward of a duty is a duty, the reward of one transgression is another
transgression.

3. He also used to say: Despise no man and deem nothing impossible; for there is no man who does not have his day and
there is no thing that does not have its place.

4. Rabbi Levitas of Yavneh used to say: Be exceeding lowly of spirit, for the hope of man is with worms.

5. Rabbi Yochanan ben Baroka said: Whoever profanes the name of Heaven in secret will pay the penalty in public,
whether it be done accidentally or intentionally.

6. Rabbi Yishmael his son used to say: He who learns in order to teach will be enabled both to learn and to teach. But he
who learns in order to practice will be enabled to learn, to teach, to observe, and to practice.

7. Rabbi Tzadok used to say: Do not make the Torah a crown with which to aggrandize yourself, nor use it as a spade
with which to dig. As Hillel used to say: He who makes worldly use of the crown of the Torah shall perish. Thus you
may infer that any one who exploits the words of the Torah removes himself from the world of life.

8. Rabbi Yosi used to say: He who honors the Torah is himself honored by mankind. He who dishonors the Torah shall
himself be dishonored by mankind.


http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1580230156/qid=1027876762/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1/102-3611019-6150546
http://www.foundationstone.org/

SITE INFORMATION

This site offers information about Conversion to Judaism, the Basics of
Judaism, Jewish Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life, Jewish
History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and References (including Recom-
mended Readings and Additional Links). My goal is to make available a
wide variety of plain, basic information about Judaism, written from a tra-

ditional perspective.

BECOMINGJEWISH.ORG The information in this site is written predominantly from a traditional

Jewish Information and Education perspective. Be aware however, that many Jews do not follow all of these
traditions, or precisely how they are de-scribed here. On some pages, I
have identified variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox and non-

www.becomingjewish.org Orthodox movements.

NEWSLETTER PUBLICATION DATES

Sivan, 5771 (June-July 2011) - Available May 29, 2011

Tammuz, 5771 (July-August 2011) - Available July 3, 2011

Av, 5771 (August 2011) - Available July 31, 2011

Elul, 5771 (August-September 2011) - Available August 28, 2011




