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Chokhmah 

Torah Readings: 

¶ October 9: Noach 

(Genesis 6:9-11:32) 

¶ October 16: Lech Lecha 

(Genesis 12:1-17:27) 

¶ October 23: Vayera 

(Genesis 18:1-22:24) 

¶ October 30: Chaye Sarah 

(Genesis 23:1-25:18) 

¶ November 6: Toldot 

(Genesis 25:19-28:9) 

Cheshvan, 5771 (October-November, 2010)  Volume III, Issue II 

Title page: Shulchan 

Aruch (Shneur Zal-

man - Warsaw, Po-

land 1875)  

Upcoming Holidays 

December 2-9: Chanukah 

December 17: Asarah B'Tevet 

January 20: Tu BôShevat 

March 17: Taanit Esther 

March 20: Purim  

April 19-26, 2011: Pesach 

May 2, 2011: Yom HaShoah 

May 9, 2011: Yom HaZikaron 

May 10, 2011: Yom HaAtzmaut 

The Shulchan Aruch 

(literally, "set table"), was 

compiled by Rabbi Joseph 

Caro in the 1560s. The 

Shulchan Aruch was writ-

ten by R' Caro as a simpli-

fied version of his original 

work Beit Yosef which 

was an encyclopedic com-

mentary on Rabbi Jacob 

ben-Asher's work Arba'ah 

Turim (commonly known 

as "Tur").[1] It is a com-

pendium of halachah that 

is applicable today. After 

Rabbi Moshe Isserls of 

Cracow, Poland added 

supplements in the 1570s - 

commonly known as Map-

pah (literally, "tablecloth") 

- which give rulings that 

follow Ashkenazi tradi-

tion, it became the stan-

dard legal code of Juda-

ism. It was the first code 

to list the differing  

customs of the  

Ashkenazi and Sephardi 

Jews.[2] The Shulchan 

Aruch is divided into 

four books: 

Orakh Hayyim (Way of 

Life) - laws of prayers, 

Shabbat, and holidays; 

Yoreh De'ah (It Teaches 

Knowledge) - diverse 

laws, including those 

covering charity, Torah 

study, and Jewish die-

tary laws; 

Even HaEzer (Stone of 

Help) - laws concerning 

Jewish marriage and 

divorce; 

Choshen Mishpat 

(Breastplate of Judg-

ment) - Jewish civil 

law. 

Semicha (rabbinic 

ordination) to this day 

is generally given to a 

student only after he 

has been examined on 

the Shulchan Aruch.  

 

[1]Rabbi Joseph Karo 

[2]Shulchan Aruch 
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Eber ('Ever) 

1. Great-great-grandson of Shem, Ancestor of Abraham, An-

cestor of Gad 

2. Benjamite family leader  

Biblical Archaeology News 

Person of the Tanach 

Place of the Tanach 

 

 

Sheba (Sheva) - Kingdom south of Israel from where the 

Queen of Sheba came to honor Solomon (possibly in 

Ethiopia or Yemen) (I Kings 10:1)  

Adventist archaeological dig yields Iron Age temple 

King Herod's royal theater box uncovered at Herodium 

New dome installed on Josephôs Tomb 

Archeological digs in North unearth rare signet ring 

Moses' Red Sea Parting Explained by Computer Model 

The Sound of Akkadian - Listen to Ancient Babylonian online 
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