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First Temple—Part II
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Upcoming Holidays

August 9, 2011: Tish B'Av

August 15, 2011: Tu B'Av

September 29-30, 2011: Rosh Hashanah
October 2, 2011: Tzom Gedaliah
October 10, 2011: Yom Kippur
October 13-19, 2011: Sukkot

October 19, 2011: Hoshanah Rabbah
October 20, 2011: Shemini Atzeret
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Biblical Archaecology News

Ancient High Priest Family Sarcophagus Found

Inauguration of the Ophel City Walls Site

Archaeol ogists Uncover Details About
Horbat Ha-Gardi Final Report

Home from Biblical Kingdom of Israel Discovered on Haifa Coast

Uncovering a Kingdom

Shabbat Boundary Rock with Hebrew Etching Discovered

Are These Ruins of Biblical City of David

Gath Dig Shows Philistine® Need Not
Second Temple Artifacts May be Buried Under Ein Karem Toilet

Archaeol ogists Discover High Priest
In Palestinian City, Diggers Uncover Biblical Ruin
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Place of the Tanach

Paddan-aram - Birthplace of Rebecca where
Jacob worked for Laban (Genesis 25:20)
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Person of the Tanach

Peleg (Peleg)
Descendant of Shem, Ancestor of Abraham
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http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/Flash.aspx/213881#.TjMOeYKqikM
http://www.antiquities.org.il/about_eng.asp?Modul_id=14
http://www.theblaze.com/stories/finding-goliath-archaeologists-uncover-details-about-the-bibles-bad-guy-philistines/
http://www.hadashot-esi.org.il/report_detail_eng.asp?id=1712&mag_id=118
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/145369#.TjMPXIKqikM
http://newmedia-eng.haifa.ac.il/?p=5215
http://www.jpost.com/ArtsAndCulture/Entertainment/Article.aspx?ID=228941&R=R1
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/meast/07/14/israel.cityofdavid.archeology/index.html
http://www.jpost.com/NationalNews/Article.aspx?id=229291
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/second-temple-artifacts-may-be-buried-under-ein-karem-toilet-1.373285
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/145970#.TjMQbYKqikN
http://articles.boston.com/2011-07-22/news/29804027_1_nablus-palestinian-department-ancient-city
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Book of the Month

Jews, God, and History

—Erom ancient Palestine through Europe and the Orient, to America and modern Israel, Max Dimont shows how the saga
of Jews is interwoven with the history of virtually every nation on earth. Il

Website of the Month

No' ar Hadash

—No' ar Hadash (Hebrew for new youth") promotes and
from a uniquely Reconstructionist perspective.l

Pirkei Avot Study (5:1-11)

1. By ten divine sayings the world was created. Could it not have been created by one? What does this teach us? In order to empha-
size the guilt of the wicked who destroy the world that was created with ten sayings and the merit of the righteous who preserve the
world that was created with ten sayings.

2. There were ten generations from Adam to Noah, to show how great was His patience, for every one of those generations provoked
Him continually until he brought upon them the waters of the Flood.

3. There were ten generations from Noah to Abraham, to show how great was His patience, for every one of those generations pro-
voked Him continually until Abraham, our father, came and received the reward of them all.

4. With ten tests was Abraham, our father, tested and he stood steadfast in them all; [they were] to show how great was His love.

5. Ten wonders were performed for our fathers in Egypt and ten at the sea.

6. Ten plagues did the Holy One, blessed be He, bring upon the Egyptians in Egypt and ten more at the sea.

7. Ten times our ancestors in the wilderness tested the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is written (Numbers 14:22) "Who ... tested me
these ten times and have not obeyed my voice."

8. Ten miracles were performed for our fathers in the Temple: no woman miscarried from the odor of the flesh of the offerings; the
flesh of the offerings never turned putrid; no fly was ever seen in the place of slaughter; the high priest never suffered a pollution on
the Day of Atonement; rain never quenched the fire of the wood arranged on the altar; no wind prevailed over the pillar of

smoke; never was a defect found in the omer or in the two loaves or in the showbread; though the worshipers stood pressed together,
they could freely prostrate themselves; never did serpent or scorpion do harm in Jerusalem; and no man said to his fellow, "There is
no room for me to lodge in Jerusalem."

9. Ten things were created at twilight on the eve of the first Sabbath: the mouth of the earth (Numbers 16:32); the mouth of the well
(Numbers 21:16); the mouth of the ass (Numbers 22:28); the rainbow; the manna; Aaron's staff; the Shamir, writing; the inscription
on the tablets of the Ten Commandments; and the tablets themselves. Some also include the evil spirits, the grave of Moses, the ram
of Abraham; and others add the original tongs, for tongs must be made with tongs.

10. Seven marks characterize the clod and seven the wise man. The wise man does not speak before one who is greater than he in
wisdom and he does not break in upon the speech of his fellow. He is not hasty to answer. He asks what is relevant and answers ac-
cording to the Halakah. He speaks on the first point first and on the last point last. Where he has heard no tradition he says, "I have
not heard"; and he agrees to what is true. The opposites of these attributes are the marks of the clod.

11. Seven kinds of punishment come upon the world for seven classes of transgression. If some give tithe and some do not give tithe,
there comes famine from drought. Some hunger while some have a sufficiency. When all resolve not to give tithes there comes fam-
ine from tumult and drought. And if they will not set apart dough offerings (Numbers 15:20) there comes an all-consuming fam-
ine. Pestilence comes upon the world because of crimes deserving the death penalties enjoined in the Torah that are not brought be-
fore the court; and because of the transgressions of the Torahs of the seventh year produce (Leviticus 25:1-7). The sword comes
upon the world because of the delaying of justice and the perverting of justice; and because of those that teach Torah not according
to the Halakah. Evil beasts come upon the world because of false swearing and the profaning of the name. Exile comes upon the
world because of idolatry and incest and the shedding of blood; and because of neglect to give release to the soil during the sabbati-
cal year.


http://www.judaism.com/display.asp?type=quicksearch&etn=FFBAF
http://www.noarhadash.org/

SITE INFORMATION

This site offers information about Conversion to Judaism, the Basics of
Judaism, Jewish Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life, Jewish
History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and References (including Recom-
mended Readings and Additional Links). My goal is to make available a
wide variety of plain, basic information about Judaism, written from a tra-

ditional perspective.

BECOMINGJEWISH.ORG The information in this site is written predominantly from a traditional

Jewish Information and Education perspective. Be aware however, that many Jews do not follow all of these
traditions, or precisely how they are de-scribed here. On some pages, I
have identified variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox and non-

www.becomingjewish.org Orthodox movements.
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