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Chokhmah 

Torah Readings: 

¶ March 12: Vayikra 

(Leviticus 1:1-5:26) 

¶ March 19: Tzav 

(Leviticus 6:1-8:36) 

¶ March 26: Shemini 

(Leviticus 9:1-11:47) 

¶ April 2: Tazria  

(Leviticus 12:1-13:59) 
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Upcoming Holidays 

March 17: Taanit Esther 

March 20: Purim  

April 19-26, 2011: Pesach 

May 2, 2011: Yom HaShoah 

May 9, 2011: Yom HaZikaron 

May 10, 2011: Yom HaAtzmaut 

The Dead Sea scrolls con-

sist of roughly 900 docu-

ments, including texts 

from the Hebrew Bible, 

discovered between 1947 

and 1956 in eleven caves 

in and around the Wadi 

Qumran near the ruins of 

the ancient settlement of 

Khirbet Qumran, on the 

northwest shore of the 

Dead Sea.  

The texts are of great reli-

gious and historical sig-

nificance, as they include 

some of the only known 

surviving copies of Bibli-

cal documents made be-

fore 100 CE, and preserve 

evidence of considerable 

diversity of belief and 

practice within late Sec-

ond Temple Judaism. 

They are written in   

Hebrew, Aramaic and 

Greek, mostly on parch-

ment, but with some 

written on papyrus. 

These manuscripts gen-

erally date between 150 

BCE to 70 CE. The 

significance of the 

scrolls relates in a large 

part to the field of tex-

tual criticism. Before 

the discovery of the 

Dead Sea Scrolls, the 

oldest Hebrew manu-

scripts of the Bible 

were Masoretic texts 

dating to 9th century. 

The scrolls are most 

commonly identified 

with the ancient Jewish 

sect called the Essenes, 

but recent scholarship 

has challenged their 

association with the 

scrolls.  

 Generally speaking 

the manuscripts fall 

into one or more of 

the following gen-

res:  Biblical texts, 

Pentateuch stories 

and commentaries; 

legal and ritual texts; 

prophets stories and 

commentaries; 

psalms and poetry; 

wisdom literature; 

prophecy and visions; 

sectarian literature; 

and "miscellaneous 

things that don't fit 

anywhere 

else".  Some texts can 

be assigned to several 

categories depending 

on the subjective 

reading of the inter-

preter.  
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Keturah (Qetura) (aka Hagar)  

Servant of Sarah, Mother of Ishmael, Wife of Abra-

ham  

Biblical Archaeology News 

Person of the Tanach 

Place of the Tanach 

 

 

Salcah (Salkha) - City of the area of Bashan ruled over by 

King Og - upon his defeat, the area was given to the 

Tribes of Gad, Reuben, and half of Manasseh (Joshua 12:5

-6)  

Sealed Jar Discovered at Qumran 

En-Gedi Preliminary Report 

Archaeologists Discover Ancient Pilgrim Road Through Jerusalemôs Old City 

2,000 Year Old Channel Cleared Under Jerusalemôs Old City 

Anthropologists Discover Earliest Cemetery in Middle East 

Tomb of Prophet Zechariah Found? 

Police Find Second Temple-Era Coins, Jugs During Arms Raid 

Excavating Ancient Tiberias 
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http://www.unreportedheritagenews.com/2010/12/whats-inside-sealed-jar-discovered-at.html
http://www.hadashot-esi.org.il/report_detail_eng.asp?id=1594
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-01-25/archaeologists-discover-ancient-pilgrim-road-through-jerusalem-s-old-city.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-01-25/archaeologists-discover-ancient-pilgrim-road-through-jerusalem-s-old-city.html
http://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/main/media-releases/anthropologists-discover-earliest-cemetery-in-middle-east
http://news.discovery.com/archaeology/zechariah-tomb-old-testament-110203.html
http://www.jpost.com/NationalNews/Article.aspx?id=206567
http://popular-archaeology.com/blog/archaeological-digs/excavating-ancient-tiberias

