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Chokhmah 

Torah Readings: 

¶ February 5: Terumah 

(Exodus 25:1-27:19) 

¶ February 12: Tetzaveh 

(Exodus 27:20-30:10) 

¶ February 19: Ki Tissa

(Exodus 30:11-34:35) 

¶ February 26: Vayakel 

(Exodus 35:1-38:20) 

¶ March 5: Pekudei 

(Exodus 38:21-40:38) 
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Upcoming Holidays 

March 17: Taanit Esther 

March 20: Purim  

April 19-26, 2011: Pesach 

May 2, 2011: Yom HaShoah 

May 9, 2011: Yom HaZikaron 

May 10, 2011: Yom HaAtzmaut 

Satan, or more properly, 

HaSatan is an angel who 

resides in the heavenly 

realm. HaSatan means the 

accuser or the adversary. 

The term Satan or HaSatan 

is used in three different 

contexts within the 

Tanach. 

First, as an enemy in war 

as seen in I Kings 5:18: 

And now the Lord my 

God has given me rest on 

every side, (there is) nei-

ther adversary )˭˓˦˓̆ ( nor 

evil occurrence. 

Second, as an accuser be-

fore the seat of judgment 

as seen in Psalm 109:6: 

Set a wicked man over 

him, and let an adversary 

)˭˓˦˓̆ˋˣ ( stand at his right 

hand. 

Third, as an adversary 

in the general sense of 

the term as seen in II 

Samuel 19:23: And 

David said, "What is it 

between me and you, 

sons of Zeruiah, that 

you should become a 

hindrance )˭˓˦˓̆ˋ˪ ( to me 

today? Shall any man 

be put to death today in 

Israel? For do I not 

know that today I am 

king over Israel?" 

As a proper character, 

Satan appears only once 

in the Tanach ï in the 

Book of Job. He is de-

picted as an angel who 

mocks the piety of the 

righteous Job. 

From the dialogue in 

the opening chapter of 

the Book of Job we see 

that HaSatan is a 

member of the an-

gelic hosts of the 

abode of Hashem and 

has no independent 

power. 

HaSatan is not con-

sidered an opponent 

to Hashem as Christi-

anity teaches. Mono-

theistic teachings are 

no more disturbed by 

the existence of 

HaSatan than by the 

presence of other 

beings that go before 

Hashem. 

Judaism firmly be-

lieves that HaSatan is 

nothing more than an 

accusing angel that 

resides in the heav-

enly court. 

http://newsletter.becomingjewish.org
http://www.becomingjewish.org


 

 

Jael (Ya'el) 

Assassin of the Caananite military leader Sisera  

Biblical Archaeology News 

Person of the Tanach 

Place of the Tanach 

 

 

Samaria (Shomeron) - Area in eastern Israel that  

was attacked by Ben-hadad (I Kings 16:24)  

Ancient Jewish Manuscripts Reveal a Forgotten History 

Jericho Activists Worried About Area Archaeology 

New Excavations at Hishamôs Palace in Jericho 

A New Fragment of Ben Sira 

Work to Save Stunning Jericho Mosaics 
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http://www.pasthorizons.com/index.php/archives/01/2011/ancient-jewish-manuscripts-reveal-a-forgotten-history
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/Flash.aspx/201562
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=351275
http://zwingliusredivivus.wordpress.com/2011/01/17/a-new-fragment-of-ben-sira/
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=352657


Mashiach 

ñThe Principle of Mashiach and the Messianic Era in Jewish Law and Tradition .ò  

7. Rabbi Chalafta ben Dosa of Kefar Chanania used to say: If ten men sit together and occupy themselves with the To-

rah, the Divine Presence rests among them as it is written (Psalm 82:1) "God has taken his place in the divine council." 

And from where do we learn that this applies even to five? Because it is written (Amos 9:6) "And founds his vault upon 

the earth." And how do we learn that this applies even to three? Because it is written (Psalm 82:1) "In the midst of the 

gods he holds judgment." And from where can it be shown that the same applies even to two? Because it is written 

(Malachi 3:16)"Then those who revered the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord took note and listened." And from 

where even of one? Because it is written (Exodus 20:24) "In every place where I cause my name to be remembered I will 

come to you and bless you." 

8. Rabbi Elazar of Bartota said: Render to Him that which is his, for you and all that you have are His, as David said (I 

Chronicles 29:14): "For all things come from You, and of Your own have we given you." 

9. Rabbi Jacob said: If a man is walking by the way and is studying and then interrupts his study and says: "How fine is 

this tree?" or "How fine is this ploughed field?"  Scripture regards him as though he was liable for his life. 

10. Rabbi Dostai ben Yannai said in the name of Rabbi Meir: He who forgets one word of his study, Scripture regards 

him as though he was liable for his life; for it is written (Deuteronomy 4:9) "But take care and watch yourselves closely, 

so as not to forget the things that your eyes have seen." Could this apply even if a man's study was too hard for him? 

Scripture says (ibid.): "Nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life." Thus a person is not guilty unless 

he deliberately puts those lessons away from his heart. 

11. Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa said: He in whom the fear of sin takes precedence of wisdom, his wisdom will endure; but 

he in whom wisdom takes precedence of his fear of sin, his wisdom will not endure. 

12. He used to say: He whose works exceed his wisdom, his wisdom endures; but he whose wisdom exceeds his works, 

his wisdom will not endure.  

13. He used to say: He who in whom fellow people find no delight, in him the G-d finds no pleasure. 

14. Rabbi Dosa ben Hyrcanus said: Sleeping away the morning, drinking at noonday, childish playing and sitting in the 

meetinghouses of the unlearned remove a man from this world. 

Book of the Month 

Pirkei Avot Study (3:7-14) 

Website of the Month 

Tradition 

ñWelcome to TraditionOnline, the website of Tradition: A Journal of Orthodox Jewish Thought.ò 
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This site offers information about Conversion to Judaism, the Basics of 

Judaism, Jewish Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life, Jewish 

History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and References (including Recom-

mended Readings and Additional Links). My goal is to make available a 

wide variety of plain, basic information about Judaism, written from a tra-

ditional perspective. 

The information in this site is written predominantly from a traditional 

perspective. Be aware however, that many Jews do not follow all of these 

traditions, or precisely how they are de-scribed here. On some pages, I 

have identified variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox and non-

Orthodox movements. 
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