
The Jewish Sages have 

stated that there are 70 faces 

to the Torah. ñThere are sev-

enty faces to the Torah: Turn 

it around and around, for 

everything is in 

it.ò (Bamidbar Rabbah 

13:15) 

The 

study 

of To-

rah is 

not 

limited 

to a one

-time 

(or 

multi-

ple-

time) 

reading. It must be studied 

and each time it is studied, 

deeper meaning can be 

gleaned from the text.  

The PaRDeS typology de-

scribes four different ap-

proaches to Biblical exegesis 

in rabbinic Judaism (or - 

simpler - interpretation of 

text in Torah study). The 

term PaRDeS is an acronym 

formed from the name ini-

tials of these four ap-

proaches, which are: 

 

1. Peshat (˦ ˓̅ˋ̛) -  

"plain" ("simple") or the 

direct meaning. 

2. Remez (ʕ ˑˬ ˑ˶)  - hints" or the 

deep (allegoric) meaning 

beyond just the literal sense. 

3. Derash (̅ ˒˶ ˋ̎) - from 

Hebrew darash: 

"inquire" ("seek") ð the 

comparative (midrashic) 

meaning, as given through 

similar occurrences. 

4. Sod (l ̡˯) - secret" ("m-

ystery") or the mystical 

meaning, as given through 

inspiration or revelation. 

 

Each type of PaRDeS inter-

pretation examines the ex-

tended meaning of a text. As 

a general rule, the extended 

meaning never contradicts 

the base meaning. The Pe-

shat means the plain or con-

textual meaning of the text. 

Remez is the allegorical 

meaning. Derash includes 

the meta-

phorical 

meaning, and 

Sod repre-

sents the hid-

den meaning. 

There is often 

considerable 

overlap, for 

example 

when legal 

understand-

ings of a 

verse are in-

fluenced by 

mystical in-

terpretations 

or when a "hint" is deter-

mined by comparing a word 

with other instances of the 

same word. 

 

 

P a R D e S   

S H A B B A T  

T O R A H  

R E A D I N G S  

¶ 12/19/09 ñ

Genesis 43:16-

44:17 

¶ 12/26/09 ñ

Genesis 44:18-

47:27 

¶ 01/02/10 ñ

Genesis 47:28-

50:26 

¶ 01/09/10 ñ

Exodus 1:1-6:1 
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Upcoming Holidays: 
December 12-19: Chanukah 

December 27: Asarah B'Tevet 

January 30: Tu BôShevat 

February 25: Ta'anit Esther 

February 28: Purim 

March 30-April 6: Pesach 

April 11: Yom HaShoah  

http://newsletter.becomingjewish.org/
http://www.becomingjewish.org/contact.html
http://www.becomingjewish.org/


 

Valley of Hinnom - "Ge Hinnom - Gehenna" Valley on the west side of Jerusalem (Joshua 15:8)  

B I B L I C A L  A R C H A E O L O G Y  N E W S  

P E R S O N  O F  T H E  T A N A C H  
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P L A C E  O F  T H E  T A N A C H  

C h o k h m a h  

Austrian Archaeologists Make Babylonian Find in Egypt 

Roman-Era Cemetery Uncovered Near Hebron 

Remain of Minoan-Style Painting Discovered During Excavations of Canaanite Palace 

Tell es-Safi/Gath: Artists Suggested Reconstruction of Siege 

Pieces of Hanukka Brought Together 

Hasmonean Rule Extended South Into the Neveg 

© Ed Fitzgerald  (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Valley_of_Hinom_PA180090.JPG) 
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Tubal-cain (Tuval-qayin)  

Son of Lamech and Zillah 

Brother of Naamah  

http://austriantimes.at/news/Panorama/2009-10-29/17649/Austrian_archaeologists_make_Babylonian_find_in_Egypt
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=235964
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2009-11/uoh-rom110909.php
http://gath.wordpress.com/2009/12/06/artists-suggested-reconstruction-of-siege/
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1260447412570&pagename=JPost/JPArticle/ShowFull
http://www.antiquities.org.il/about_eng.asp?Modul_id=14


Acharit HaYamim  -  Hebrew The End of Days  

HaChoshech -  Hebrew The darkness Ma'ariv - Hebrew Evening Prayer  

Nachas  - Hebrew Joy, happiness  

Uktzin  - Hebrew 1. Fruits and plants susceptible to uncleanness; 2. A tractate 

of Tohorot  

Zayin - Hebrew 1. Seventh letter of the Hebrew alphabet; 2. Represents the 

number seven  

Website of the Month:  

Tevet 10 

 

ñTevet 10 (this year December 27, 2009) is 

observed as a day of fasting, mourning and 

repentance. We refrain from food and drink 

from daybreak to nightfall, and add the 

Selichot and other special supplements to 

our prayers.ò 

Book of the Month:  

Around the Shabbat Table 

 

ñIts goal is to serve as a springboard for 

more personally stimulating and meaning-

ful Shabbat conversations. Each unit can 

be read directly at the Shabbat table and 

no prior knowledge or preparation is nec-

essary. The ideas presented are designed 

for Jewish adults of all backgrounds and 

religious denominations.ò 
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www.jewishsearch.com 

Rabbi Yitzchak al-Fasi  

(Rif)  

1013ð1103  

Born: 1013 (Kal'a, Algeria) 

Died: 1103 (Spain) 

Teacher(s): Rabbi Chananel ben Chushuel Gaon (Yeshiva of Kairuwan) 

Writing(s): Sefer HaHalachot 

Miscellaneous: He was forced to flee with his family to Fez, Morocco 

by radical Muslims and became head of the community and the Yeshiva 

in Fez. He was forced by the government, after false accussations, to 

flee to Spain where he lived until his death.  

http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/102698/jewish/Tevet-10.htm
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0765761246/qid=1026057789/ref=sr_11_0_1/102-2439174-8396158

