
well as the chelev) may not be 

eaten.  

The general rules of kashurt 

are:  

1. Certain animals are forbid-

den; 

2. Certain parts of the animals 

are forbidden; 

3. All blood must be 

removed from the meat 

before it may be eaten; 

4. Animals must be 

slaughtered in accor-

dance with halachah; 

5. Fresh fruit and vegeta-

bles are permitted but 

must be checked for bugs; 

6. Meat (flesh of any animal) 

may not be eaten with dairy; 

7. Separate dishes, utensils, 

cooking areas, and pots/pans 

must be used for meat and 

dairy; 

8. Grape products made by non

-Jews are forbidden.  

Kashrut (keeping kosher) is a 

set of laws that was given to 

Moses by G-d. Keeping kosher 

means following these many 

laws and not just simply re-

fraining from eating pork or 

shellfish. Many people have 

tried to find the reasons G-d 

commanded that the Jews keep 

kosher but kashrut is one of 

many mitzvot from G-d that do 

not have any rational explana-

tions. This does not mean how-

ever, that Jews can simply 

dismiss these laws. 

The main purposes of Kashrut 

are:  

1. to limit the number of ani-

mals the Jew is permitted to 

kill and eat;  

2. to render the slaughter of the 

permitted animals as painless 

as possible; 

3. to cause revulsion at the 

shedding of blood;  

4. to instill self-discipline in 

the Jew;  

5. to help sustain Judaism and 

the cohesion of the Jewish 

community; and  

6. to raise the act of eating 

from an animal-like level. 

The kosher animals that may 

be partaken of by the Jews 

(such as the cow, chicken, and 

certain locusts) must have cer-

tain characteristics. Land ani-

mals must have split hooves 

and chew their cud, fish must 

have both scales and fins, and 

birds may not be birds of prey. 

Even if the land animals are 

kosher, certain parts of the 

animal (the sciatic nerve and 

its adjoining blood vessels as 
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¶ 06/19/10 -

Numbers 19:1-

22:1 

¶ 06/26/10 -

Numbers 22:2-

25:9 

¶ 07/03/10 -

Numbers 25:10-

30:1 

¶ 07/10/10 -

Numbers 30:2-

36:13 
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Chokhmah 

Tammuz, 5770 (June-July 2010) Volume II, Issue X 

Chokhmah Home || Contact || BecomingJewish.Org 

Upcoming Holidays: 
June 29: Shiva Asar BôTammuz  

July 20: Tish BôAv 

July 26: Tu BôAv 

September 9-10: Rosh Hashanah 

September 12: Tzom Gedaliah 

September 18: Yom Kippur 

September 23-29: Sukkot   

http://newsletter.becomingjewish.org/
http://www.becomingjewish.org/contact.html
http://www.becomingjewish.org/
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P a g e  2  

P L A C E  O F  T H E  T A N A C H  

C h o k h m a h  

Source of Bible Covenant with God Discovered? 

Iraqi Antiquity Officials Receive Artifacts from Third Dynasty of Ur 

Babylon Ruins Torn Between Preservation and Profit 

Ancient Water Bridge Found in Jerusalem 

Pioneering Archaeological Project Provides Hope for Preserving West Bank Heritage 

Pagan Altar Unearthed at Building Site in Israel 

The Greatest Book, The Original Version 

Archaeologist: Stop Temple Mount Denial, óBarbaricô Digs 

 

(bibleistrue.com/qna/pqna55.htm) 
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Abed-nego ('Aved-nego) (aka 

Azariah)  

Friend of Daniel, Thrown in the 

fire by Nebuchadnezzar  

Succoth (Sukkot) - City where Hebrews sojourned during the Exodus; City of the Tribe of Gad 

(Exodus 12:37; Joshua 13:27)  

http://www.examiner.com/x-17009-Freethought-Examiner~y2010m4d13-Source-of-Bible-Covenant-with-God-discovered
http://www.azzaman.com/english/index.asp?fname=news/2010-04-28/kurd.htm
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jFb8J4jyzEoErIRsmer8TLLwfO8AD9FI4L880
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/137480
http://www.alphagalileo.org/ViewItem.aspx?ItemId=76403&CultureCode=en
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iUOodGNJgmFKkLQFSKgv8B1Yp0owD9FQL7K80
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=176056
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/137513


Achar - Hebrew After, Behind 

Amar - Hebrew Saying, Speaking, Uttering 

Ben - Hebrew Son 

Eved - Hebrew Slave, Servant 

Mavet - Hebrew Death, Dying 

Sharat  - Hebrew Minister, Assistant 

Yehoshua - Hebrew Joshua 

 

Website of the Month:  

The 17th of Tammuz 

 

ñThe 17th day in the Jewish month of Tam-

muz, Jews the world over fast and lament to 

commemorate the many calamities that 

have befallen our people on this ominous 

day.ò 

Book of the Month:  

Daughters of Destiny 

 

ñThe story of the Bais Yaakov system of 

education for girls and women, as seen 

through the eyes of its founders. Daughters 

of Destiny is composed of interviews with 

and memoirs of a dozen women who were 

and are bridges and builders.ò 

S A G E / R A B B I  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

H E B R E W  W O R D S  

T H I S  M O N T H ô S  S E L E C T I O N S 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  I I ,  I s s u e  X  

 

tog.co.il  

Rabbi Shemuel Eliezer Eidels  

(Maharsha)  

1555-1631  

Born: 1555 (Krakow, Poland) 

Died: 1631 

Teacher(s):  

Writing(s): Chiddushei Halachot and Chiddushei Aggadot 

Miscellaneous: He established a Yeshiva in Posen, Poland.  

http://www.ou.org/yerushalayim/17betammuz/default.htm
http://www.judaism.com/display.asp?type=quicksearch&etn=CJEAH


Newsletter Dates of Issue: 

Av, 5770 (July-August, 2010) - Available July 11, 2010 

 

Elul, 5770 (August-September, 2010) - Available August 8, 2010 

 

Tishrei, 5771 (September-October, 2010) - Available September 5, 2010 

 

Cheshvan, 5771 (October-November, 2010) - Available October 3, 2010 

 

Kislev, 5771 (November-December, 2010) - Available November 7, 2010 

 

Tevet, 5771 (December 2010-January 2011) - Available December 5, 2010 

This site offers information about Conversion 

to Judaism, the Basics of Judaism, Jewish 

Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life, 

Jewish History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and 

References (including Recommended Readings 

and Additional Links). My goal is to make 

available a wide variety of plain, basic informa-

tion about Judaism, written from a traditional 

perspective.  

 

The information in this site is written predomi-

nantly from a traditional perspective. Be aware 

however, that many Jews do not follow all of 

these traditions, or precisely how they are de-

scribed here. On some pages, I have identified 

variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox 

and non-Orthodox movements.  

B E C O M I N G J E W I S H . O R G 

S I T E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Jewish Information and Education 


