
special Shabbats. The Torah 

is read every year according 

to a Torah reading schedule. 

The Babylonian Jewish com-

munity divided the Torah 

into 54 portions which al-

lowed for the complete read-

ing of the Torah in one year. 

The Egyptian and Palestinian 

Jewish communities divided 

the 

Torah 

into 

154 

divi-

sions 

allow-

ing for 

the 

complete reading of the To-

rah in three-year cycles 

(triennial cycle).  

The Torah (the Books of 

Moses) (ˢ˶ˣ˸) is made up of 

five books that were given to 

Moshe Rabbenu (Moses our 

Teacher) directly from G-d 

shortly after the Exodus from 

Egypt around 1230 BCE. 

The Written and Oral Torahs 

(Mishnah) was handed down 

through the successive gen-

erations from the time of 

Moses.  

The Torah covers the time 

from the creation of the earth 

and the first humans, the 

Great Flood and the cove-

nant with the gentiles, the 

enslavement of and Exodus 

from the Hebrews in Mitz-

raim, giving of the Torah 

(Written and Oral), renewal 

of Covenant given to Avra-

ham, festivals established, 

wandering through the de-

sert, the Tabernacle Ark, and 

Priestly duties, and the death 

of Moshe Rabbenu. The To-

rah is broken down into parts 

(parsha). Each Parsha is usu-

ally named after one of the 

first words of that section of 

the Torah. The Parsha is 

divided into 7 sections. Each 

section is called an aliyah 

since one 

person "goes 

up" to make a 

bracha 

(blessing) on 

the Torah 

Reading. 

There is also 

an additional 

eighth section called the 

Maftir. The Maftir is either a 

repetition of the last few 

verses from the seventh ali-

yah or a special reading on 
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¶ 03/20/10 -

Leviticus 1:1-

5:26 

¶ 03/27/10 -

Leviticus 6:1-

8:36 

¶ 04/03/10 -

Exodus 33:12-

34:26 

¶ 04/10/10 -

Leviticus 9:1-

11:47 
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Chokhmah 

Nisan, 5770 (Mar-Apr 2010) Volume II, Issue V 

Chokhmah Home || Contact || BecomingJewish.Org 

Upcoming Holidays: 
March 30-April 6: Pesach 

April 11: Yom HaShoah  

April 18: Yom HaZikaron 

April 19: Yom HaAtzmaut 

May 2: Lag BôOmer  

May 12: Yom Yerushalayim 

May 19-20: Shavuot  

http://newsletter.becomingjewish.org/
http://www.becomingjewish.org/contact.html
http://www.becomingjewish.org/
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P a g e  2  

P L A C E  O F  T H E  T A N A C H  

C h o k h m a h  

1,400 year old wine press uncovered 

Restoration and preservation of heritage sites in Israel to begin 

Ancient Jerusalem waterway revealed at Jaffa Gate 

New excavations begin in Ur 

Rachelôs tomb and the Cave of the Patriarchs are added to the list of heritage sites in Israel 

Josephôs tomb added to the list of heritage sites in Israel 

Ancient Jerusalem wall from the First Temple period uncovered 

1,300 Hebrew Bible fragments reunited 

 

Wikimedia (commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ur-Nassiriyah.jpg) 
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Jochebed (Yokheved)  

Wife of Amram, Mother of Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam  

Ur Kasdim (Ur-kasdim) - Land where Abraham was born (Genesis 11:28,31)  

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/136019
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1150150.html
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/136072
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/expat/expatnews/7270478/Unearthing-the-splendour-of-Ur-in-Iraq.html
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/136104
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/136112
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/136130
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/article7043329.ece


Amar (˶˒ˬ̊) - To Say, To Utter, To Speak 

Davar (˶˒˟˓̎) - To Speak, To Promise 

Moed (ˡː˰̡ˬ) - Appointed Time, Appointed Place 

Moshe (ˢˑ̝̅ ˬ) - Moses 

Ohel (˪ˑˢ̝ ˞) - Tent, Dwelling, Home, Habitation 

Qara/Karah (˞ ˓˶ ˓˵) - To call, To call out, Recite, Proclaim 

Website of the Month:  

Beôchol Lashon 

 

ñBe'chol Lashon (In Every Tongue) grows 

and strengthens the Jewish people through 

ethnic, cultural, and racial inclusiveness. 

We advocate for the diversity that has char-

acterized the Jewish people throughout his-

tory, and through contemporary forces in-

cluding intermarriage, conversion and 

adoption. We foster an expanding Jewish 

community that embraces its differences.ò 

Book of the Month:  

The Festivals in Halachah  

 

ñThis work -- the first of Rav Zevinôs ha-

lachic masterpieces to appear in English -- 

is a classic analysis of the reasoning un-

derlying the laws of the Festivals. It delves 

its way through the ancient roots of these 

laws, and traces their growth as they 

branch forth in the course of centuries of 

halachic debate.ò 

S A G E / R A B B I  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

H E B R E W  W O R D S  

T H I S  M O N T H ô S  S E L E C T I O N S 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  I I ,  I s s u e  V  

 

answers.com  

Rabbi Yaakov ibn Chaviv  
(Ein Yaakov)  

c.1445-1516 

Born: c. 1445 

Died: 1516 

Teacher(s): 

Writing(s): Compendium of the Aggadah 

Miscellaneous: In 1492 (after the Spanish expulsion of the Jews), he 

moved to Salonika, Protugal. 

http://www.bechollashon.org/resources/database.php
http://www.amazon.com/Festivals-Halachah-ArtScroll-Judaica-classics/dp/0899069061/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1224947489&sr=8-1


Newsletter Dates of Issue: 

Iyar, 5770 (April-May, 2010) - Available April 11, 2010 

Sivan, 5770 (May-June, 2010) - Avilable May 9, 2010 

Tammuz, 5770 (June-July, 2010) - Available June 6, 2010  

 

Av, 5770 (July-August, 2010) - Available July 11, 2010 

 

Elul, 5770 (August-September, 2010) - Available August 8, 2010 

 

Tishrei, 5771 (September-November, 2010) - Available September 5, 2010  

This site offers information about Conversion 

to Judaism, the Basics of Judaism, Jewish 

Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life, 

Jewish History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and 

References (including Recommended Readings 

and Additional Links). My goal is to make 

available a wide variety of plain, basic informa-

tion about Judaism, written from a traditional 

perspective.  

 

The information in this site is written predomi-

nantly from a traditional perspective. Be aware 

however, that many Jews do not follow all of 

these traditions, or precisely how they are de-

scribed here. On some pages, I have identified 

variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox 

and non-Orthodox movements.  

B E C O M I N G J E W I S H . O R G  

S I T E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Jewish Information and Education 


