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Judah

Judah was the third son of
Mattathias the Hasmonean, a
Jewish priest from the village
of Modi 6i n. I n
tathias, together with his sons
Judah, Eleazar, Simon,
Jochanan, and Jonathan,
started a revolt against the
Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, who since 175
BCE had issued decrees that
forbade Jewish religious prac-
tices. After Mattathias's death
in 166 BCE, Judah assumed
leadership of the revolt in ac-
cordance with the deathbed
disposition of his father. The
First Book of Maccabees
praises Judah's valor and mili-
tary talent, suggesting that
those qualities made Judah a
natural choice for the new
commander.

In the early days of the rebel-
lion, Judah received a sur-

name Maccabee. Several ex-
planations have been put for-

Upcoming Holidays:
December 1219: Chanukah
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ward for this surname. One
suggestion is that the name
derives from the Aramaic
nagg@ba (BnakebetMia rhod-
ern Hebrew), "hammer" or
"sledgehammer”, in recogni-
tion of his ferocity in battle. It
is also possible that the name
Mac-
cabee
is an
acro-
nym
for the
Torah
verse
Mi

ka-

mokha ba'elim YHWH'Who is
like You among the powerful,
O Lord?" (Exodus 15:11).

Mindful of the superiority of
Seleucid forces during the first
two years of the revolt, Judah's
strategy was to avoid any in-
volvement with their regular

December 27: Asarah B'Tevet

January 30: Tu

February 25: Ta'anit Esther
February 28: Purim

March 30April 6: Pesach
April 11: Yom HaShoah

B6Shevat

Maccabee

Kislev, 5770 (NowDec 2009) \\

army, and to resort to guerrilla
warfare, in order to give them
a feeling of insecurity. The
strategy enabled Judah to win
a string of victories. At the
battle of Nahal el-Haramiah
(wadi haramia), he defeated a
small Syrian force under the
command of
Apollonius,
governor of
Samaria,
who was
killed. Judah
took posses-
sion of Apol-
lonius's
sword and
used it until
his death as a symbol of
vengeance. After Nahal el-
Haramiah, recruits flocked to
the Jewish cause.

Source: Judas Maccabeus
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Judas_Maccabeus)
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BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY NEWS

Israel Plans Major Excavation at Western Wall

Beit Shearim Menorah Caves Restored

'Rock of Ages' Discovered in Akko

New Exhibit: 2,000 YeaOld Temple Mount Coins

Remains of a Minoastyle painting discovered during excavations of the Canaanite palace at Tel Kabri

PLACE OF THE TANACH

Wilderness of Paran - Wilderness where Hagar and Ishmael were banished; Wilderness where David spent
some time after Samuel died (Genesis 21:21; | Samuel 25:4)

www.newworldencyclopedia.org

PERSON OF THE TANACH

Uzziah (‘Uzziyyahu)

1. Father of Jonathan

2. Descendant of Kohath
3. King of Judah

4. Father of Athaiah

5. Priest
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http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/134009
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/134088
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/134199
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/134250
http://newmedia-eng.haifa.ac.il/?p=1484

Volume 11, Issue |11 Page 3

SAGE/RABBI OF THE MONTH

Rabbi Yom Tov ben Abraham Asevilli
(Ritva)
1250-1330

Born: ¢.1250 (Seville, Spain)
Died: ¢. 1330 (Seville, Spain)

Teachers: Rabbi Aharon HalLevi, Rabbi Shlomo ben Aderet
Writing(s): commentary on the Talmud

Miscellaneous: He was the head of the Seville Yeshiva.

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
File:Place_d'Espagne_Séville_Tour.JPG
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T HI S M ONTMHO® S S ELECT.I \
Book of the Month: Website of the Month:
Chanukah in a New Light Mikvah Calendar
fiGrandeur, heroism and depth as revealed isShal om and wel come to Mi kvahCal en-
through the writings of Rav Hunter, zt'l. dar.com, your Rabbinically approved per-
Interpreted and adapted by Rabbi Pinchas sonal guide to Taharat Hamishpacha obser-

Stolper. This is the second in a series of vance. As you enter, we hope that you will

transl ations by Stol plaelgin@pxpgi&ry%ﬁhetwnqui“%qn? OIi's et

of Pachad Yitzchok, volumes of theological/ ness that characterize periormance of this

Mitzvah 0
philosophical essays on the Jewish
holidays. 0

HEBREW WORDS

Chag - HebrewJewish holiday Daniel - HebrewThe ninth book of the Ketu-
vim
Kabbalah - Hebrewflit. received tradition] Classical Jewish mystical teach-
ings

Ma'ariv - HebrewEvening Prayer

Taa'ar Ba'alei Chayim - HebrewCruelty to animals

Yadayim - Hebrew1. Defilement of the hands and their purification; 2. A
tractate of of Tohorot


https://www.mikvahcalendar.com/?clientid=1569
http://www.judaism.com/display.asp?nt=DH&keyword=chanukah&itemtype=Books&etn=DEFCH
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Place_d'Espagne_Séville_Tour.JPG
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This site offers information about Conversion

to Judaism, the Basics dfidaism, Jewish

Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life,
Jewish History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and
References (including Recommended Readings

and Additional Links). My goal is to make
BECOMINGJEWISH.ORG

Jewish Information and Education

available a wide variety of plain, basic informa-
tion about Judaism, written from a traditional

perspective.

The information in this site is written predomi-
nantly from a traditional perspective. Be aware
however, that many Jews do not follow all of
these traditions, or precisely how they are de-
scribed here. On some pages, | have identified
variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox

and norOrthodox movements.
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SITE INFORMATION
Upcoming 10 Minute Topics:
November 22: Mizrachi Jews
November 29: Teimanim Jews
December 6: Maghrebim Jews
December 13: Chabashim Jews
Newsletter Dates of Issue:
Tevet, 5770 - (December, 2009-January, 2010) - Available December 13, 2009
Shevat, 5770 - (January-February, 2010) - Available January 10, 2010
Adar, 5770 - (February-March, 2010) - Available Feburary 14, 2010
Nisan, 5770 (March-April, 2010) - Available March 14, 2010



