
Ivrit is divided into four ba-

sic periods by scholars. 

1. Biblical/Classical Hebrew 

is the form of Ivrit in which 

the Tanach was written. 

2. Mishnaic/Rabbinic He-

brew is the form of Ivrit in 

which the Talmud and 

Midrash were writ-

ten. 

3. Medieval Hebrew 

is the form of Ivrit 

that was used by 

Maimonides and 

other medieval 

scholars to translate 

Arabic works into 

Ivrit. 

4. Modern Hebrew is the 

form of Ivrit that was devel-

oped in the nineteenth cen-

tury as an attempt to bring 

Ivrit back into the modern-

day usage of the Jews.  

Ivrit (תירבע) – Hebrew ï is a 

Semitic (Northwest Semitic) 

language and one of the 

worldôs oldest languages. 

The name Ivrit is derived 

from Ever (תיר), the son of 

Shem. Ever means ña region 

across or beyondò and is 

derived from Avar (תיר) 

which means ñto cross overò. 

It is taught by the rabbis that 

Ivrit was the original lan-

guage given to Adam and 

remained the only language 

until the time of the Tower 

of Babel (Genesis 11:7-9).  

Like many other languages, 

Ivrit began as a pictographic 

script. Proto-Sinaitic Script 

is the stage of the alphabet at 

the end of the Middle Bronze 

Age. During the Late Bronze 

Age, the script splits into the 

South Arabian and the Ca-

naanite groups. The discov-

ered texts are in West Se-

mitic Canaanite which 

means the origin of the script 

was in a Semitic area.   

The Proto-Hebrew alphabet 

developed during the late 

tenth or early ninth century 

BCE, replac-

ing cuneiform 

as the main 

writing sys-

tem in the 

Assyrian Em-

pire.  

After the 

sixth century BCE Babylo-

nian captivity, the Jews 

adopted the Classic Hebrew 

script. The Aramaic charac-

ters were chosen as the offi-

cial script for the Sefer To-

rah by the Jews who were 

captive in Babylon. 

 

H i s t o r y  o f  I v r i t  

S H A B B A T  

T O R A H  

R E A D I N G S  

¶ 07/14/10 -

Deuteronomy 

16:18-21:9 

¶ 07/21/10 -

Deuteronomy 

21:10-25:19 

¶ 07/28/10 -

Deuteronomy 

26:1-29:8 

¶ 09/04/10 -

Deuteronomy 

29:9-31:30 
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Upcoming Holidays: 
September 9-10: Rosh Hashanah 

September 12: Tzom Gedaliah 

September 18: Yom Kippur 

September 23-29: Sukkot   

September 29: Hoshanah Rabbah  

http://newsletter.becomingjewish.org/
http://www.becomingjewish.org/contact.html
http://www.becomingjewish.org/
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C h o k h m a h  

3,200-Year-Old Round Bronze Tablet Found at the El-ahwat  

Ancient Synagogue Found in Kinneret Region 

14th Century Clay Fragment Found in Jerusalem 

Archaeologists Uncover Goliathôs Hometown 

2,000-Year-Old Coin Found in Upper Galilee 

Dead Sea Scrolls Made Locally, Tests Show 

Researchers in Israel Find Worldôs First Steak Knives 

Shiloh Being Uncovered 

3,500-Year-Old Bracelet Found Near Tzfat 

(www.visualbiblealive.com) 
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Cain (Qayin) 

Son of Adam and Eve; Killed his 

brother Cain  

Shunem - City of the Tribe of Issachar; Philistine encampment during the war with Saul (modern-

day Solem) (Joshua 19:18; I Samuel 28:4)  

http://newmedia-eng.haifa.ac.il/?p=3309
http://www.kinneret-excavations.org/news_files/category-tel-kinrot.html
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=181135
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/138576
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/138649
http://news.discovery.com/archaeology/dead-sea-scrolls-protons.html
http://www.aolnews.com/world/article/researchers-in-israel-find-worlds-first-steak-knives/19563689
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/138836
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/138923


Ephrathiy   - Hebrew Ephratite 

Har - Hebrew Mount 

Ir - Hebrew City 

Ish - Hebrew Man 

Shachah - Hebrew To Worship 

Shem - Hebrew Name 

Yeled - Hebrew Children 

Yowm - Hebrew Yearly 

Website of the Month:  

Arutz ShevaðKids Korner  

 

ñFun, instructive activities for kids from 

Arutz Sheva.ò 

Book of the Month:  

The First Hebrew Primerð3rd Edition 

 

ñA comprehensive grammar for the begin-

ning student, adult or older child. It sys-

tematically teaches Biblical Hebrew in a 

simple straightforward style. 30 lessons 

incorporate: verb, grammar, and spelling 

charts, vocabulary lists, oral reviews, exer-

cises, stories, biblical quotes and guided 

reading through the Book of Ruth. It intro-

duces 95% of the words appearing over 

200 times in the Hebrew Bible.ò 
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www.kosherculture.org 

Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra  
c.1089-1167  

Born: c. 1089 (Navarra, Spain) 

Died: 1797 (Southern France) 

Teacher(s):  

Writing(s): Books on Hebrew grammar and commentaries on most of 

the Tanach 

Miscellaneous: After leaving Spain (before 1140) he wandered through 

Africa, Palestine, Egypst, and parts of Europe before returning to South-

ern France.  

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/Kids/
http://www.judaism.com/seriesdisplay.asp?type=quicksearch&USN=221


Newsletter Dates of Issue: 

Tishrei, 5771 (September-October, 2010) - Available September 5, 2010 

 

Cheshvan, 5771 (October-November, 2010) - Available October 3, 2010 

 

Kislev, 5771 (November-December, 2010) - Available November 7, 2010 

 

Tevet, 5771 (December 2010-January 2011) - Available December 5, 2010 

This site offers information about Conversion 

to Judaism, the Basics of Judaism, Jewish 

Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life, 

Jewish History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and 

References (including Recommended Readings 

and Additional Links). My goal is to make 

available a wide variety of plain, basic informa-

tion about Judaism, written from a traditional 

perspective.  

 

The information in this site is written predomi-

nantly from a traditional perspective. Be aware 

however, that many Jews do not follow all of 

these traditions, or precisely how they are de-

scribed here. On some pages, I have identified 

variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox 

and non-Orthodox movements.  

B E C O M I N G J E W I S H . O R G  

S I T E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Jewish Information and Education 


