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HUMAN NATURE

On the question of human
nature, as in most areas of
abstract belief in Judaism,
there is a lot of room for per-
sonal opinion. There is no
dogma on the subject, no re-
quired belief about the nature
of humanity. There are a vari-
ety of contrary opinions ex-
pressed on the subject. Never-
theless, there are certain
ideas that seem to reflect the
majority opinion in Jewish
thought that are worth dis-
cussing.

The Tanach states that hu-
manity was created in the
image of G-d. We are not cre-
ated in the physical image of G
-d, because G-d is incorporeal
and has no physical appear-
ance. Maimonides points out
that the Hebrew word for
"image" in Genesis 1:27 is
"tzelem," which refers to the
nature or essence of a thing,
as in Psalm 73:20, "you will

Upcoming Holidays:

December 12-19: Chanukah
December 27; Asarah B'Tevet

January 30: Tu

February 25: Ta'anit Esther
February 28: Purim

March 30-April 6: Pesach
April 11: Yom HaShoah
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despise their image
tzel'mam)." The Hebrew word
for physical form, Maimonides
explains, is "to'ar," as in Gene-
sis 39:6, "and Joseph was
beautiful of form (to'ar) and

fair to look
upon." Simi-
larly, the
He- brew
word used
for

"likeness" is "damut," which is
used to indicate a simile, not
identity of form. Rashi explains
that we are like G-d in that we
have the ability to understand
and discern. Maimonides
elaborates that by using our
intellect, we are able to per-
ceive things without the use of
our physical senses, an ability
that makes us like G-d, who
perceives without having
physical senses.

Humanity was formed with two
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impulses: yetzer tov and yetzer
hara. The yetzer tov is the
moral conscience, the inner
voice that reminds you of G-d's
law when you consider doing
something that is forbidden.
The yetzer hara is more diffi-
cult to define, because there
are many different ideas about
it. It is not a desire to do evil in
the way we normally think of it
in Western society: a desire to
cause senseless harm. Rather,
it is usually conceived as the
selfish nature, the desire to
satisfy personal needs (food,
shelter, sex, etc.) without re-
gard for the moral conse-
quences of fulfilling those de-
sires.

People have the ability to
choose which impulse to fol-
low: the yetzer tov or the yetzer
hara. That is the heart of the
Jewish understanding of free
will.

)



http://newsletter.becomingjewish.org/
http://www.becomingjewish.org/contact.html
http://www.becomingjewish.org/

2

Page 2 Chokhmah \\

BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY NEWS

Azusa Pacific University Acquires Five Dead Sea Scroll Fragments and Rare Biblical Artifacts

Bible-Era Mystery Vessel Found -- Code Stumps Experts

Israeli Archaeologists Find Largest Cache of Jewish Rebel Coins

Second Temple Era Synagogue Discovered near Tiberias

Earliest Known Depiction of Second Temple Lamp Uncovered

Second Temple Pilgrimage Route Uncovered

Archaeol ogi sts Delve into Hadrian Wall 6s Past
2000 Year Old Amphitheatre Discovered Near Tiberias

Omrit - Herod's Mystery Temple?

Holy Temple Mikveh Discovered Near Western Wall

Top Egyptian Daily: Joseph6s Era Coins Found in
Tel Dan: Archaeology, Nature and Biblical History

Cyrus the Greaté Palace Faces Tot al Destructi on
Ancient Synagogue Unearthed in Turkey

'Hall of Ages' Uncovered Within Western Wall Tunnels

PLACE OF THE TANACH
Ziklag (Ziglag) - City of the Tribe of Judah; City of the Tribe of Simeon (Joshua 15:31; Joshua 19:5)

www.bibleplaces.com

PERSON OF THE TANACH

Zophar (Zofar) - Friend of Job
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http://www.prweb.com/releases/Azusa_Pacific/Dead_Sea_Scrolls/prweb2834954.htm
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/09/090909-code-biblical-cup.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601088&sid=a1zo5hKG8L8g
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/Flash.aspx/170929
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1113823.html
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/133405
http://www.physorg.com/wire-news/14393619/archaeologists-delve-into-hadrian-walls-past.html
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/pages/ShArt.jhtml?itemNo=1115642
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1253198156150&pagename=JPost/JPArticle/ShowFull
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/133558
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/133601
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/133497
http://www.cais-soas.com/news/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=86:cyrus-the-great-palace-faces-total-destruction-&catid=36
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1254756250229&pagename=JPost%2FJPArticle%2FShowFull
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Rabbi Nathan Adler
1741-1800

Born: 1741 (Frakfurt, Germany)

Died: 1800 (Frakfurt, Germany)

Teacher(s): Jacob Joshua, David Tevele

Writing(s):

Miscellaneous: He was the rabbi of Boskowitz, Moravia. He was a Kab-
balist.
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Book of the Month:
Yad LaTorah: Laws and Customs of the
Torah Service

fiThis Guide for Gabbaim and Torah read-
ers, contains a wealth of information re-
garding the various laws that pertain to the
Torah Service. This educational tool in-
cludes topics such as assigning aliyyot,
special Torah reading minhagim, blessings
for going up to the Torah and a compre-

HEBREW WORDS

Ba'al Teshuva (Ba'alei Teshuva pl.) - Hebrew[lit. master of repentance] A Jew
who returns to Torah Judaism/Torah observance

Daniel - HebrewThe ninth book of the Ketuvim

HaChoshech - HebrewThe darkness
Lamah - HebrewWhy

Safrut - HebrewLaws pertaining to writing a Sefer Torah

Website of the Month:
United Synagogue Youth

AUnited Synagogue Youth and Kadi

The United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism, inspires Jewish youth to explore,
celebrate and practice ethical values, Jewish
Living, Zionism and community responsi-
bility based on the ideology of the Conser-
vative Movement. o

Taanit Esther - HebrewA day-fast that commemorates the three-day fast of
Esther, Mordechai, and all of Klal Yisrael as described in the book of Esther
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http://www.usy.org/
https://secure.uscj.org/bookservice/BookDetail.asp?item_id=427&author=&category_id=22&name=&pricemax=&pricemin=&
https://secure.uscj.org/bookservice/BookDetail.asp?item_id=427&author=&category_id=22&name=&pricemax=&pricemin=&

BECOMINGIJEWISH

Jewish Information and Education
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This site offers information about Conversion
to Judaism, the Basics of Judaism, Jewish
Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life,
Jewish History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and
References (including Recommended Readings
and Additional Links). My goal is to make
available a wide variety of plain, basic informa-
tion about Judaism, written from a traditional

perspective.

The information in this site is written predomi-
nantly from a traditional perspective. Be aware
however, that many Jews do not follow all of
these traditions, or precisely how they are de-
scribed here. On some pages, | have identified
variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox

and non-Orthodox movements.
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Upcoming 10 Minute Topics:
October 25, 2009: Tikkun Olam
November 1, 2009: Beit HaMikdash
November 8, 2009: Mizrachi Jews
November 15, 2009: Teimanim Jews

Newsletter Dates of Issue:

INFORMATION

Kislev, 5770 - (November-December, 2009) - Available November 15, 2009

Tevet, 5770 - (December, 2009-January, 2010) - Available December 13, 2009

Shevat, 5770 - (January-February, 2010) - Available January 10, 2010

Adar, 5770 - (February-March, 2010) - Available Feburary 14, 2010




