
grapha are Jewish works 

with some containing Chris-

tian additions. These works 

provide essential evidence of 

Jewish thought and literature 

during the period between 

the end of the biblical writ-

ing (c. 400 BCE) 

and the beginning 

of substantial rab-

binic literature 

toward the end of 

the first century 

CE.  

The oldest known 

writing of the 

Apocrypha and 

Pseudepigrapha is 

the Book of Enoch The latest 

writings of the Apocrypha 

and Pseudepigrapha are the 

Apocalypse of Ezra and the 

Apocalypse of Baruch.  

HaMikdash in 70 CE. 

The Jewish Apocrypha (from 

the Greek, meaning "secret" 

or "hidden away") and Pseu-

depigrapha (from the Greek, 

meaning ñfalsely attributedò) 

are made up of various 

books - written in the Land 

of Israel in Hebrew or Ara-

maic and in Greek across the 

Diaspora - that were written 

by Jews but never canonized 

in the Tanach. Some of these 

books have been included in 

Protestant, Catholic, and 

Orthodox Bibles but are not 

part of the Jewish Holy 

Texts. The Protestant Bibles 

place these texts between the 

"Old Testament" and "New 

Testament" and are referred 

to as the Apocrypha. The 

Catholic and Orthodox Bi-

bles place these texts 

throughout the Bible and are 

referred to as Deuterocanoni-

cal. 

 

Jewish Apocryphal texts are 

generally divided into four 

types: historical, prophetic, 

lyric, and didactic. These 

texts were written during the 

Second Beit HaMikdash 

(Temple) period and are in-

cluded in the Catholic and 

Orthodox canons. The Pseu-

depigrapha are Jewish writ-

ings from the 

time of the 

Second Beit 

HaMikdash. 

These writ-

ings were 

attributed to 

authors who 

did not actu-

ally write the 

books. The 

Pseudepigrapha resemble the 

Apocrypha but are not in-

cluded in the Tanach, Old 

Testament, or rabbinic litera-

ture. The entirety of the 

Apocrypha and Pseudepi-
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Chokhmah 

Adar, 5770 (Feb-Mar 2010) Volume II, Issue VI 

Chokhmah Home || Contact || BecomingJewish.Org 

Upcoming Holidays: 
February 25: Ta'anit Esther 

February 28: Purim 

March 30-April 6: Pesach 

April 11: Yom HaShoah  

April 18: Yom HaZikaron 

April 19: Yom HaAtzmaut 

May 2: Lag BôOmer  

http://newsletter.becomingjewish.org/
http://www.becomingjewish.org/contact.html
http://www.becomingjewish.org/
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C h o k h m a h  

Ancient Building Found in Modern Tel-Aviv  

Palestinians Find Ancient Coin Hoard in Gaza 

Volunteers Step in to Rescue Neglected Sanhedrin Tombs 

Pashutun Clue to Lost Tribes of Israel 

Four Israel Women Work Tirelessly to Save Dead Sea Scrolls 

New Evidence for Relations with Egyptôs First Dynasty at Tel Bet Yerah 

Renovating Davidôs Tomb 

Excavation of a Canaanite Palace 

Main Road of Jerusalem from 1500 Years Ago is Exposed  

Pavel Lisiansky (www.panoramio.com/photo/5058797) 
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Jotham (Yotam)  

King of Judah  

Valley of Achor (Valley of 'Akhor) - Valley near Jericho (Joshua 7:24)  

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/135456
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100111/wl_mideast_afp/mideastpalestiniangazaarchaeology
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1142502.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jan/17/israel-lost-tribes-pashtun
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1144442.html
http://archaeologyexcavations.wordpress.com/2010/01/25/new-evidence-for-relations-with-egypts-first-dynasty-at-tel-bet-yerah/
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3830412,00.html
http://www.gwu.edu/explore/gwtoday/aroundtheworld/uncoveringanancientcivilization
http://www.antiquities.org.il/about_eng.asp?Modul_id=14


Beit - Hebrew House 

Bônei - Hebrew Children 

Ish - Hebrew Man 

Mitzrayim  - Hebrew Egypt 

Shem - Hebrew Name 

Yaôakov - Hebrew Jacob 

Yisraôel - Hebrew Israel 

 

Website of the Month:  

Dig Mount Zion  

 

ñThe area chosen for archaeological study 

is situated close to a number of important 

places in the history of the city, namely the 

Praetorium where Jesus was tried before 

Pontius Pilate, and the House of Caiaphas 

and the other priestly families in the Upper 

City of Jerusalem in the first century CE.ò 

Book of the Month:  

The Image of the Non-Jew in Judaism  

 

ñDesigned as a historical study of the Noa-

hide Laws, this monograph aims to trace 

the development of the concept of gentile 

normativeness in the history of Jewish law 

and theology. ò 

S A G E / R A B B I  O F  T H E  M O N T H  

H E B R E W  W O R D S  

T H I S  M O N T H ô S  S E L E C T I O N S 

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  I I ,  I s s u e  V I  

 

commons.wikimedia.org 

Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin 

(the Netziv)  

1817-1893 

Born: 1817  

Died: 1893 

Writing(s): Ha'emek Davar, Meishiv Davar, a commentary on the Song 

of Songs, and Meromei Sadeh 

Miscellaneous: He was leader of the Volozhin Yeshiva in Russia until 

the government closed it in 1892. He was an early supporter of the reset-

tling of Eretz Yisrael (Land of Israel). 

http://digmountzion.com/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0889467595/qid=1061680566/sr=1-7/ref=sr_1_7/104-6634137-4550348?v=glance&s=books


Upcoming 10 Minute Topics: 

February 21: Rashi  

March 7: The Languages of the Jew  

 

Newsletter Dates of Issue: 

Nisan, 5770 (March-April, 2010) - Available March 14, 2010 

Iyar, 5770 (April-May, 2010) - Available April 11, 2010 

Sivan, 5770 (May-June, 2010) - Avilable May 9, 2010 

Tammuz, 5770 (June-July, 2010) - Available June 6, 2010  

This site offers information about Conversion 

to Judaism, the Basics of Judaism, Jewish 

Texts, Jewish Law, Religious Life, Jewish Life, 

Jewish History, Israel, Righteous Gentiles, and 

References (including Recommended Readings 

and Additional Links). My goal is to make 

available a wide variety of plain, basic informa-

tion about Judaism, written from a traditional 

perspective.  

 

The information in this site is written predomi-

nantly from a traditional perspective. Be aware 

however, that many Jews do not follow all of 

these traditions, or precisely how they are de-

scribed here. On some pages, I have identified 

variations in practice or belief in the Orthodox 

and non-Orthodox movements.  

B E C O M I N G J E W I S H . O R G  

S I T E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Jewish Information and Education 


